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ECHOES FROM THE 2018 
ANNUAL MEMBERS 
MEETING, KONA, HI 


Aloha ... Aloha mai kakou apau! The canoe is an island and the island is a 
canoe. Our shared canoe is Island Earth. When you live on an island, you do 
not have an option. It’s all you have, so you'd better learn how to live in 


balance, in respect with nature. 


Let's begin, as we always do in Hawaii, by talking about our families, our 
ohana, the wisdom of the Ancestors. What kind of awesome Ancestors do 
we want to be? Turn to the wisdom of the Ancestors: Data is good, 
knowledge is better, wisdom is transformational. Practice with ‘Lived 


Science’ and intergenerational knowledge. 
g g 


Listen to the language spoken by the land, the a’ina. The purveyance of 
language is embedded in the land. Live in the intersection of culture, 
science and community — that’s where magic happens. Spend a lot of time 
listening, listening, listening to local communities, peer learning networks, 


community-based movements and the wisdom of on-the-ground solutions. 


What we do to the natural environment, we do to ourselves. People of color 
are on the frontlines of climate crisis. We can only protect biodiversity if we 
protect racial and cultural diversity. Deeper inclusion means equitable 


policies. 


We are moving from a tipping point to a turning point. These should be 
invigorating times, this is why we do what we do. Never underestimate the 
power of collective voices to change policies. Inspire the world; reverse the 
trend of natural resource loss. Think differently, do differently, draw a line in 


the sand! Defend, advance, build, be relentless! 
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Seek the true meaning of resilience: “living life in skillful relationships.” Be 
brave. Be generous. Be friendly. Celebrate the new species and grieve for 


the extinctions. My life depends upon you and your life depends upon me. 


Tune in to what our kapuna tell us; there are no coincidences, only 
appointments. What is our appointment in this time and place together? Our 


promise to Mother Earth? 


How do we empower the stories that connect us? The stories of stars and 
voyaging canoes, of breadfruit trees and fish ponds, of aloha and double 
rainbows — great stories we carry home from this island? The world 
depends on us. It’s not too big, too costly , too difficult, or too complex. Be 


open to doubt, open to possibility, identify and test options. 


We can do this. 


--with special thanks to Jaune Evans, AMPC co-chair, who captured these themes 


and many more 
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PRESIDENT 
STATEMENT 


Dear fellow members, 


As we usher in 2019, we reflect on the previous year, our work together, and 
what the future holds. At Biodiversity Funders Group, we welcomed in 
changes in leadership at both the executive and board level, established 
new membership policies creating more expansive opportunities for 
engaging more funders, and shored up organizational systems to create 


more efficient and effective ways to serve you, our members. 


Our executive director, Judy Hatcher, is now more than a full year into her 
position and has made significant strides in ensuring the organization is 
well-equipped to help us achieve our collective goals. The board of 
directors is excited about working with Judy in the coming year to ensure we 
keep what works best for our membership, and establish and enact creative 


ways to enhance our collaboration together. 


The context of our work together changed in 2018, as well. In the US we 
have new climate leadership in state legislatures and governors’ mansions, 
and new US Congressional Representatives advancing a Green New Deal. 
There is new energy at the grassroots level for change, and even in the 
beleaguered US/Mexico borderlands, advocates for nature on both sides of 
the border are pulling each other together more strongly than other forces 
are trying to pull them apart. In Canada, we have significant new protected 
areas proposed as part of the country’s Target 1 goal of protecting 17% of 
Canada’s land and inland waters by 2020. A new administration in Mexico 
holds great promise for advancing biodiversity goals in that country, as 


well. 
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j However, global challenges to biodiversity protection and dangers to heroes 


in this work remain, and in some cases increased in the face of authoritarian 


regimes. Climate-related catastrophes intensified, and according to Global 
Witness, dozens of environmental activists were killed for their efforts to 


protect their land, water, and cultures. 


Our work is not, if ever, done. The Biodiversity Funders Group stands ready 
to help ensure our community has the tools we need to create a just, 


healthy, and sustainable future for all life on Earth. 
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CON VENINGS 


Over the course of the year, hundred of Biodiversity Funders Group members and 
program partners gathered, in large and small groups, to discuss critical issues and share 
strategies. 


February: Land & Freshwater Conservation, Washington, DC 
"Because this was my first meeting, the best part was interactions with folks between sessions 
and the discussions that followed each panel. The panels themselves were great, but | especially 


liked hearing from the other funders.” 


“| primarily attend [these meetings] for the briefing portion-- the download on whats happening 
and whats ahead--so these were the most valuable sessions. | also appreciated the long breaks- 
-GREAT for networking!” 


March: Marine Conservation Program Meeting, Annapolis, MD 

“| really appreciated getting a distillation of the questions one should ask when supporting 
projects that generate data as well as when investing in campaigns. Having that synthesis better 
prepares me to engage prospective grantees on the issue as some of the points raised was new 


learning for me. | also like the candor and warmth which still exist within the network.” 


“As typical of meetings, the informal interactions are most helpful. But the talks and organized 


discussions help to stimulate them!” 


April: Climate & Energy Funders Group Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA 
“Loved this solutions oriented, best practice-sharing nature of these panels + equity focus + 


lifting up POC leadership!” 


“| value the fact that CEFG focuses on the severity of climate change and the urgency of 
meaningful climate action. Other funder meetings tend to highlight more feel-good stories or 


angles and avoid really presenting or wrestling with the truth of the situation." 
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April; Chile Funders Group, Santiago and Puerto Varas, Chile 


May: Funders of the Amazon Basin , Lima, Peru 
"The FAB annual meeting was useful in allowing me to network with members and invited 


guests to learn about their grantmaking strategies because this helps inform my grantmaking." 


June: BFG Annual Meeting, Kona, HI 


Wu 


“This was one of the very best annual meetings I've been to.”"This meeting felt much more 
grounded in place than other meetings I've attended, while at the same time connecting back to 


the issues we see nationally and in other regions.” 


“Having [Palau’s] President Tommy Remengesau at the meeting was a real plus, especially 


seeing him interact with Gov. Ige about common issues relevant to the Pacific Islands.” 


July: Gulf of California and Mexico Funders Group, Mexico City, Mexico 
“Our Annual Meeting was a great opportunity to share information and strengthen 
relationships with Mexican grantmakers. Having these gatherings contribute to promoting 


Wh 


collaboration and making our work more efficient.”"| really valued hearing from experts about 


the policy differences among Mexican presidential candidates on environmental issues.” 
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More than three-quarters of the funders who submitted evaluations of BFG’s 
2018 annual meeting felt that it was a very successful gathering. The 
meeting was held on the Big Island of Hawaii; local funders and partners 
helped infuse history, culture, and indigenous knowledge throughout the 
proceedings. Among the many highlights were the presence of Hawaii's 
Gov. David Ige and Tommy Remengesau, the President of Palau; a rousing 
keynote speech by the National Tropical Botanical Garden's visionary leader 
Chipper Wichman; and a stem-winding closing address by the Polynesian 


Voyaging Society’s Nainoa Thompson. 


The Spotlight Talks presented by four emerging leaders in environmental 

and conservation philanthropy—Itoah Scott-Enns (Arctic Funders 
Collaborative), Danielle Levoit (Doris Duke Charitable Foundation), Shorey 
Meyers (Jenifer Altman Foundation), and Sonja Swift (Swift Foundation)— 
were inspiring and challenging. With two Field Academies and three half- 
day field trips, members enjoyed learning about Kona’s forests and coasts, 
marine biodiversity, and ocean science. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts 
of Howard K.L. Castle Foundation and Kamehameha Schools, throughout the 
meeting BFG members were exposed to the authentic culture, history, and 


conservation stewardship of Native Hawaiians. 


Annual Report 2018 - Page 8 


CEFG helped rally foundations and a broad range of stakeholders around 
the “We are Still In” Pledge after the Trump Administration reiterated its 
intention to withdraw from the Paris Agreement on climate change. This 
helped connect and bridge state and regional funders with national and 
global efforts while providing a counterpoint to US national reversals to the 
global community. CEFG helped facilitate funder involvement in the Global 
Climate Action Summit and affiliated activities in San Francisco in 
September 2018, by sharing information and co-hosting opportunities for 


funders to strategize together. 


One hundred grantmakers attended CEFG’s annual meeting in Miami, April 
16-18, 2018, to discuss topics such as low-energy transportation, the 
conservative clean energy movement, and minimizing GHGs from the supply 
chain. The meeting yielded a number of follow-up items, including 
convenings in the Midwest, and Northeast. The Midwest Climate and Energy 
Funders met in person at CEFG’s Annual Meeting and again in Cleveland, 
July 19. The Midwest Climate and Energy Funders Group grew from 33 
members to 49, and developed shared workplans to increase regional 
funder coordination on EVs, strategic communications, and renewables 
siting. Three funders in the region established a pooled fund for renewable 


siting work as a result. 
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CEFG organized 14 webinars over the course of 2018, for more than 400 
participants, on topics such as Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; Oregon & 
Washington Carbon Pricing Initiatives; Federal Attacks on Clean Car Rules; 
Rural Electric Coops; New/Young Funders: What | Wish | had Known; the 
Global Climate Action Summit; and Truck and Bus Electrification. The 
webinars highlighted near-term opportunities and tested new areas for 
expansion. For example, each webinar in the DEI series drew more than 50 


registrants, signaling that we should continue and expand the discussion. 


MARINE CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM 


The Marine Conservation Program convened its annual meeting on March 26- 
29 in Annapolis, Maryland. Topics addressed included: devolving power and 
building equity; supporting marine protections in perpetuity; using technology 
to accelerate the pace of marine conservation decision-making; and 


designing and implementing campaigns. 


Meeting attendees participated in a field trip addressing innovative programs 
to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay. Field trip participants traveled 
by boat to the Philip Merrill Center, run by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 
Attendees participated in a series of sessions focusing on water quality issues 
in the Bay and the innovative programs that have been developed to address 
agriculture pollution throughout the multi-state watershed. In addition to 
formal programs, the Center's location provided field trip participants the 


opportunity to get outside and see the beautiful surrounding environs. 
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Members of the meeting planning committee included: Meaghan Calcari 7 
Campbell, Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation; Conn Nugent; Pew Charitable 5 4 
Trusts; Anne Henshaw, Oak Foundation; Brian McNitt, Margaret A. Cargill 

Foundation, Erika Feller, National Fish & Wildlife Foundation; and Brian 

Scheelk, The Ocean Foundation. All respondents to the post-meeting 7 


evaluation survey rated the program as Good or Excellent. 


With the support of members of the Marine Conservation Program, the 
Foundation Center has created a dynamic, web-based knowledge portal to 
track and inspire ocean conservation efforts around the world. The Marine 
Conservation Program is transitioning away from conducting its own annual 
grantmaking survey in lieu of supporting an expanded portal that tracks the 
grantmaking of not only members but a much larger universe of 


philanthropies supporting global marine conservation. 
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Key members of the program are working with Foundation Center staff to promote the Portal 


at the Capitol Hill Ocean Week. 


Throughout the first six months of 2018, the Marines hosted a bi-monthly series of Marine 
Conservation Federal Policy Update webinars, prompted by a session on grantmaking 
opportunities and challenges the previous year. Several of the calls provided updates on 
marine monuments and sanctuaries, fisheries, offshore energy development, political 
appointments, and any other marine related policy issues that were timely. One of the 
webinars provided grantmakers an understanding of the offshore oil and gas threat and NGO 
responses, including legal, political and grassroots strategies. Grantmakers were joined on 
the webinar by Sierra Weaver, Southern Environmental Law Center; Alex Taurel, League of 


Conservation Voters; and Diane Hoskins, Oceana. 


LAND AND FRESHWATER 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM 


February 28-March 1 the Land and Freshwater Conservation Program hosted a highly 
interactive briefing in Washington, DC where grantmakers worked together to learn, 
strategize, collaborate, and develop a plan of action for the coming months. The meeting 
included a reception co-hosted with the Pew Charitable Trusts for grantmakers to meet with 
and thank the diverse leaders of the environmental community. All respondents to the post- 


meeting evaluation survey rated the program as Good or Excellent. 


In September 2017, the US and Mexico signed Minute 323, an agreement between the two 
countries to share the use of and responsibilities for the Colorado River, as well as dedicating 
support to conservation and restoration efforts at the river's delta. The program hosted a 
webinar in May 2018 on the story of Minute 323 and the lessons for grantmakers working to 
advance federal environmental policy and/or international resource management issues. Also 
in May, the program hosted a webinar on alternatives to hydropower development on the 


Mekong River. 
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Early in 2018 the program hosted a webinar featuring Wade Crowfoot, CEO 
of the Water Foundation. The Water Foundation commissioned a public 
opinion survey on western water issues to better understand how westerners 
perceive problems related to water as well as potential solutions. Another 
webinar discussed the importance of mainstreaming U.S. whistleblower laws 


to significantly increase enforcement of wildlife trafficking laws. 


Several members are engaged in advancing research and protections for 
fish and wildlife corridors on public and private land in the US and 


internationally. At the request of the Hewlett Foundation, BFG organized 


two conference calls to help facilitate collaboration and idea-sharing ) 

around the issue of wildlife corridors. The first call focused on potential 

advocacy and policy-making strategies in U.S. federal, state and tribal | 

governments. The second call focused on ongoing science, research and \) 

public communications needs around corridors. y 
| 
' 
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GULF OF CALIFORNIA - 
MEXICO FUNDERS 


The GOC/Mexico group convened its annual meeting in Mexico City in July 
2018, with the participation of ally organizations and funders from Mexico. 
Topics of focus included: 

e Citizen science engagement in Mexico 

e Transparency, accountability, and security 


e Innovative approaches to fisheries management and land conservation 


In the fall, Alison Wright completed her contract to staff the group. The 
group worked to identify a new consultant, reconfiguring the profile and 
workplan of its coordinator, based on evolving needs and priorities among 
participating funders. After talks with incoming consultant Eglé Flores, who 
resides in Chile, the emerging Chile Funders Group and the GOC/Mexico 


group resolved to share staffing. 


PUNDeRO WEF Ae 
AMAZON BASIN 


The FAB group convened May 2-3 in Lima, Peru to advance the program's 
mission of working together for a future sustained by thriving communities 
and flourishing ecosystems in the Andean-Amazon Basin. By listening to 
panels of local experts and communities, and through facilitated peer 
discussions, the group took stock of the political context for FAB focal 
countries and how it influences the drivers of ecosystem loss, and identified 
the durability of protected and indigenous lands given the political context 


and evolving drivers. 
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The Protected Areas work group continued discussions specific to 
designation, expansion, and financing of the Colombian and Peruvian 
Amazon regions. The discussions centered on demarcation of Chiribiquete 
region in Colombia as a national park and challenges to conservation 
including the social, political, and economic factors driving the rise in 
deforestation in the Colombian Amazon, and progress on the Patrimonio de 


Peru permanent financing mechanism. 


The group began to map out a plan for membership recruitment and 
retention over the next few years. This includes the creation of a 


membership benefits brochure to use for outreach to potential new 


members. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS 


Members of the BFG’s Chile Funders Working Group traveled to Chile in April 
for a full week of meetings with NGOs, local foundations, and a tour of 
Pumalin Douglas Tompkins National Park. In addition to the site visit and 
structured funder-only conversations around shared priority topics, nine US- 
based funders hosted convenings in both Santiago and Puerto Varas 
attracting nearly thirty NGO partners. Other highlights of the trip included a 
meeting in Santiago with seven members of Chile’s nascent conservation 
philanthropy community and a seminar launching a new sustainability 
initiative at AmCham, an association of Chilean business leaders seeking 
stronger ties to counterparts in the U.S. After several years of coordination 
from James Sheldon and the Marisla Fund, the group began discussions with 


the Gulf of California/Mexico Group about sharing staff resources. 


In coordination with RSF Social Finance, the Environmental Defenders 
Collaborative (initially known as the Environmental Defenders Fund) 
continued to grow, distributing $587,500 in 2018 to support communities in at 
least 20 countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Program Director. The 
collaborative established a steering committee which now holds final 
responsibility for reviewing and approving grants. A number of new 
foundations joined the collaborative. Fourteen foundations have contributed 
to the EDC since its inception. In December the members participated in a 
learning discussion with John Knox, former UN Special Rapporteur on Human 
Rights and the Environment.Conservation Program is transitioning away from 
conducting its own annual grantmaking survey in lieu of supporting an 
expanded portal that tracks the grantmaking of not only members but a much 
larger universe of philanthropies supporting global marine conservation. Key 
members of the program are working with Foundation Center staff to 


promote the Portal at the Capitol Hill Ocean Week. 
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Co-chair Chad English, Packard Foundation; and Charlotte Hudson, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, designed and conducted a survey of the BFG Membership, helping the co-chairs 
determine priorities for a small meeting of grantmakers interested in making grants to 
support conservation science objectives. Program members assisted the BFG Annual 
Meeting Program Committee on any science-related sessions for the 2018 Annual 


Meeting in Hawaii. 


Late in the year, the program began planning to host two workshops in 2019 on climate 
change and ocean ecosystems. The first workshop convened all day on Monday, April 8, 
immediately preceding the Marine Conservation Program annual meeting. The second 


was tentatively scheduled for November in Washington, DC. 


Climate change and other human pressures are increasing the rate and extent of 
changes in ocean ecosystems, raising difficult questions about what will constitute 
effective ocean conservation in the near future, and where conservationists can find 
solutions that scale. The Santa Cruz workshop focused on experiences funders have had 
with a range of interventions to address climate change in the oceans, and what to 
consider when funders think about new and emerging approaches. As researchers, 
advocates, and decision-makers bring new ideas into this space, what is known about the 


context in which each intervention can be most effective? 
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OVERVIEW OF THE 
BIODIVERSITY FUNDERS 
GROUP PLANS FOR 2019 


In the fall of 2018, BEG members responded to an in-depth survey that contributed to a 
larger assessment of BFG’s current membership. [For details, see the Membership Survey 
Summary below.] Despite the growing array of funder affinity groups and associations 
now serving philanthropy, BEG members still expressed fervent appreciation for a space 
focused particularly on conservation in the US and around the world, science, and a 


variety of biodiversity issues, including climate change. 


Members have asked us to continue and, in some ways, deepen, our ability to provide 
platforms for networking and critical thinking around very specific issues, geographies and 
solutions, and around the global ecological, socio-political, and economic megatrends 


that are challenging both funders and their grantee partners. 


Photo by Jon Jensen 
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The workshop addressed “traditional” interventions (e.g., capacity-building, community- 
based management, etc), as well as “technological” ideas, such as geo-engineering and 
genomic approaches. Because any type of intervention takes place within a socio- 
ecological context, there is potentially much to be learned about what to consider when 
thinking about funding this type of work. The workshop was limited to 25 funders to 


enable open knowledge-sharing and learning; select guest speakers were invited to 


prepare background materials or give limited presentations. 
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In 2019, we hope to address those requests in the following ways: 


Goal 1: Build and share knowledge and strategies. 


With hands-on leadership from BFG members, BFG will hold its Annual Members Meeting in 
Traverse City, Michigan, in June 2019. The annual meeting, with the theme “Redefining 
Change: Navigating Strategically Through Perilous Times,” will attract some 100 participants 
while taking advantage of the biodiversity and expertise of the Great Lakes region. The 
Climate and Energy, Land and Freshwater, Marine Conservation, Gulf of California/Mexico 
Funders and the Funders of the Amazon Basin programs will each host annual meetings. 
Altogether, well over 300 grantmakers are expected to attend in-person meetings convened 


by BFG between February and July 2019. 


With in-depth webinars hosted or co-hosted by our programs every month, BFG will present at 
least 25 webinars over the course of the year. We are reorganizing our staff so that we can be 
more responsive to opportunities to organize webinars and one-off forums as they arise. 
Through email announcements and monthly updates, BEG members and program partners 
learn about their fellow members and relevant funder affinity groups. In 2019 we will step up 


our capacity to facilitate networking and learning by refining our communications and 


refreshing the resources on our website. 


1@008 0080 
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Goal 2: Build partnerships and facilitate funder coordination and collaboration. 


CEFG will continue to support smaller groups of funders in the Midwest and in the Northeast, 
via group calls and in-person meetings. CEFG staff also manages subgroups in Energy 
Efficiency and Carbon Pricing. And CEFG is exploring deeper work around energy and equity 
that may result in a working group or convening. The Environmental Defenders Collaborative, 
which supports frontline communities facing intimidation, criminalization, and violence through 
grants administered by RSF Social Finance, will disburse as much as $1,000,000 in grants 
worldwide from a pooled fund supported by at least 15 funders. TheGulf of California/Mexico 
Funders, anticipating, new staffing based in Chile, will likely share staffing with the Chile 
Funders Group, which should result in exciting new synergies for BFG members funding in 


several Latin American countries. 


In February 2019, the Land and Freshwater Program will host its annual meeting in Washington, 
DC where grantmakers will discuss common objectives in conservation on federal and 


adjacent lands and protecting key federal environmental laws. 


The briefing will be held immediately after the Environmental Grantmakers Association (EGA) 
Federal Policy Briefing. BFG’s conference will help grantmakers examine federal land and 


water policy and management issues, and investigate possibilities for new collaborations. 
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Goal 3: Identify needs and emerging issues. 


To follow-up on 2017's successful inaugural gathering of funders interested in exploring 
biodiversity and new economic models, a New Economy meeting will be held in March 2019 in 
Cleveland, OH. Their ongoing dialogue may determine ways for BFG members to incorporate 


more economic concerns, tools and solutions into their grantmaking. 


The UN Climate Change Conference (COP 26) and action on a new framework for the UN 
Convention on Biodiversity is coming up in 2020, so in 2019 we will partner with IUCN and 
other groups to facilitate BFG members’ involvement in global issues of concern. The 2018 
membership survey and assessment showed that a surprising number of members are now 
making grants outside the US. The Horizon Committee and the Annual Meeting Planning 
Committee, in particular, will suggest ways to engage those BFG members beyond CEFG and 


the place-based working groups. 


With the enthusiastic support of several members, BFG will offer funder-only forums for candid 
conversations about how and why racism and other forms of oppression can be identified and 
addressed. BFG is increasing its work with the Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity in Environmental 
Philanthropy (InDEEP) initiative, which has profoundly influenced the work of CEFG’s steering 
committee. With considerable support from InDEEP, BFG will continue to co-host seminars for 
BFG members. We hope to identify a small group of BFG members who might develop into a 


community of practice within BFG. 


Goal 4: Create a forum of leadership. 


As noted earlier, BFG programs rely on leadership from members, who serve on planning 
committees or as working group co-chairs. The board of directors and the membership 
committee, especially, will consider demographics such as race, age, and geography when 
recruiting new board or committee members. To lift up young or emerging biodiversity 
grantmakers, the annual meeting in June 2019 will once again feature the Spotlight Talks that 


inspired BFG members at past meetings. 
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MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 
SUMMARY 


In the summer and fall of 2018 BFG initiated a research and assessment 
project to better understand the composition, interests, and priorities of 


BFG's current membership. 


BFG's Business Manager Albert Buixadé Farré, and intern Genevieve Chiong, 
with consultation from the Membership Committee and the Horizon 
Committee, designed and distributed a survey that received 64 responses. 
They also accessed relevant grantmaking data from the 2016 Environmental 
Grantmakers Association (EGA) Tracking the Field database, which provided 
grantmaking details for 53 BFG members. 


Finally, they looked back at past assessments, particularly the 2011 member 
survey and the interviews done by Spitfire in 2016 that led to our decision to 
change our name in 2017 from the “Consultative Group on Biological 


Diversity” to the “Biodiversity Funders Group.” 


The assessment is a snapshot of BFG’s membership in September 2018, and 

some of the data has already shifted slightly. As of that point in time: 

e BFG had 78 members in the fall of 2018: 71 private foundations, two 
grantmaking public charities, two corporate foundations, one community 
foundation, one corporation, and one government agency (USAID). Just 
over half have been BFG members for a decade or more. 

e BFG’s dues are based on a sliding scale depending upon the member's 
total environmental grants. Nearly 65% of the total membership dues, 
which cover the organization's operating costs, come from 17 members 


who make more than $10 million in annual environmental grants. 
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e Over 200 other grantmakers participate in one or more BFG programs but are not formal 
members. The list of program participants is much more diverse than the membership, with 
many more grantmaking public charities and corporate funders, as well as philanthropic 
services and affinity groups. 

e The majority of the members are on the East Coast (23%) or the West Coast (43%), with 
A0% of the total membership based in Washington State or California. Six members are 


based outside the USA—three in Canada, two in Switzerland, and one in the UK. 


Data from EGA’s Tracking the Field showed that in 2016, 53 BFG members made nearly $1 
billion in environmental grants. Biodiversity and species preservation, and coastal and marine 
ecosystems led the primary issue categories, with over $100 million in grants each. 
Environmental justice was the lowest category, with just $5.6 million as a primary issue (and 
just under $15 million as a secondary issue). Of those members who responded to the 2018 
survey, 57% of their grants were local, 56% were for projects in various parts of the country, 


and nearly 44% of their grants were international, which was much higher than we expected. 


Northeast 
23% 


West 
43% 


South 
17% 


Midwest 
9% 


International 
8% 
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When asked to choose two of four options for “what do you value BFG most for,” the survey 
respondents overwhelmingly selected “opportunities for networking and relationship building” 
and “high-quality information sharing (meetings, calls, and webinars).” A much smaller number 


of members noted our support for funder collaborations and providing fun and inspiring events. 


There was consensus that BFG is a forum to learn about cross-cutting issues grantmaking in an 
intimate and welcoming space for networking and collaboration. While there was much praise 
for the high caliber of BFG’s content and appreciation for the staff, survey respondents offered 
many suggestions of what we could do more of, less of, or differently. Some were related to 
geography, especially to do more on international issues and grantmaking, and to bring more 
attention to member and activities in the eastern US. Some members asked for more climate- 
related activities; others mentioned soil health, urban ecosystems, indigenous knowledge and 


leadership, toxification, and electoral politics, among other topics. 


Survey respondents also suggested that BFG highlight the members’ work; proactively mentor 
new members; increase international engagement; develop North American partnerships 
focused on systems change; support members addressing equity and inclusion; circulate 
reports and other media related to biodiversity protection; discuss strategies to maximize 


impact of small and large foundations; host topical working groups, and much, much more. 
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The survey also asked about the types of funders that should be added to the membership. A 
majority of the respondents were in favor of some growth, and were most interested in 
expanding the membership internationally. There was much less consensus around the types of 
grantmakers to prioritize. Regarding corporate foundations and grantmaking public charities, 
equal numbers of members were either in favor of adding more, against it, wish for tighter 
criteria, or were more concerned with values and alignment than what type of grantmakers 
might join. As was true in 2011's survey, BFG members are concerned about corporate 
greenwashing, and that public charities might “change the dynamic in the room” by self- 
promotion and fundraising. However, there has been a shift over time, with increasing support 
for including a wider range of types of funders. Members suggested 20 funders (of all types) 


who they felt would be good candidates for membership. 


The board of directors, committees, working groups, and staff will take the data and the many 


excellent suggestions to heart. We're very grateful to every member who took the time to 


participate in this process. 
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Oak Foundation 
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Foundation 
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Annual Meeting 2019 Planning Committee 


From lett to right: Judy Hatcher, Sam Passmore, Kate Barnes, William Hull, Eleni Soto, 
Lois DeBacker and Fabiola Greenawalt. 
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